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R E C E N T  B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  a n d  C a t a -
l o g i n g  U n d e r t a k i n g s .  
The British Museum 
The new edition of the General Catalogue has been continued, as 
has the series of five-yearly volumes of the Subject Index. The latter 
publication fell seriously in arrears during the war, but plans have 
been made to overtake these arrears in the course of the next five 
years. In the meantime, discussions are proceeding on the possibility 
of bringing out a subject index at more frequent intervals and pro- 
ducing cumulations for the five-year periods. 
The series of Short Title Catalogues of early printed books has 
been resumed. The British Museum published a short title catalog 
of its Spanish books in 1921, its French books in 1924, and its Portu- 
guese and Spanish-American books in 1926 and a new edition in 1944. 
The text has now been completed of a short title catalog of Italian 
books before 1600, and work is proceeding on a similar catalog of 
German books. It is expected that this series will be completed, and 
that similar catalogs for later periods will be started in the next few 
years. 
The Catalogue of Incunabula, which was begun in 1908, has been 
continued, and the text has been completed of the sections relating 
to the Netherlands and Spain. It is expected that the Netherlands 
volume will be published in the course of 1956, both in one volume 
and in two separate parts dealing respectively with Belgium &d 
Holland, and that the whole work will be completed in 1958, fifty 
years after the publication of the &st volume. It will be necessary 
to publish subsequently one or two supplementary volumes, containing 
corrections and additions. 
The organization and compilation of the British Union Catalogue of 
Periodicals, while not strictly a British Museum activity, is being car-
ried out in working quarters provided within the Museum. Three mem- 
bers of the Museum staf€ are also members of the Council responsible 
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for the British Union Catalogue of Periodicals, the first volume of 
which is to appear during the summer of 1955. 
In connection with the bicentenary of the British Museum, which 
was founded in 1753 and first opened to the public in 1759, a series 
of bicentenary publications has been initiated. This series will contain 
works of scholarship dealing with the history of the collections. The 
first volume will be concerned with the library of Lord Lumley, which 
came into the museum collections as part of the Royal Library in 
1757. This will be followed by volumes on a 16th century inventory 
of the Crown Jewels and a volume on the Garrick collection of plays. 
The National Central Library, London 
The special union catalog of Russian books and periodicals and of 
German war-time publications have been virtually completed. The 
National Central Library has been closely concerned, as one of the 
sponsoring bodies, with the British National Bibliography and the 
forthcoming British Union Catalogue of Periodicals. 
The National Library of Wales 
With the additions to the staff made in 1954, the Department of 
Printed Books is making a special effort to overtake the large arrears 
of cataloging which exist because of the war and the shortage of staff 
from which the Library has suffered ever since. 
Leabharlann Naisiunta nu hEireann (National Library of Ireland) 
An Irish National Bibliography has been undertaken.’ 
It has been decided to create this national bibliography by including 
in the card index all the printed material relating to Ireland which is 
already in the Library, and to supplement this by microfilms of printed 
books, pamphlets and newspapers which are discovered to be wanting 
in the collections. As the printed books, newspapers, maps, prints and 
drawings of Irish interest in the Library have already been catalogued, 
this involves only the typing on to cards of catalogue entries which 
have already been made for these items in our printed general cata- 
logue and in other published catalogues of our special collections. The 
printed general catalogue is being checked with the catalogue of 
printed books of the British Museum to discover books and pamphlets 
of Irish interest which are wanting in our collections. It is being found 
that approximately twenty per cent of the printed material of Irish 
interest in the British Museum Library is not on our shelves. Cards 
for these items will be put into the National Bibliography and micro- 
films of the books will be obtained. 
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To collect information on the vast number of topics of Irish interest, 
the cataloguing of the articles printed during the past two hundred 
years in Irish periodicals and in a selection of periodicals published 
elsewhere becomes an essential part of our task. This can proceed only 
at a relatively slow rate, but within a few years it is hoped that we 
shall be able to deal with the contents of the more important learned 
periodicals published in Ireland. Over five thousand cards have 
already been made for two of the Irish archaeological journals. 
The card catalogue for the National Bibliography is being prepared 
in four separate divisions under personal names, under subjects, under 
place names and under dates as a calendar of events. 
Special apparatus has been devised to make the card index or any 
sections of it available to other libraries in Ireland or to libraries 
abroad, either in the form of 35 mm. microfilm or film cards. These 
methods will bring the National Bibliography to research workers in 
other countries without entailing the prohibitive cost of publication. 
It is calculated that the National Bibliography in its first stage will 
contain about 400,000 cards, and in its second and more detailed form 
it may eventually run to close on ten million cards. 
Bibliothdque Nationale, France 
In addition to progress on the two great enterprises, the Catalogue 
Ge'ne'ral des Livres Zmprime's and the Znventaire du Fonds Francais 
of the Print Room, particular attention should be called to that which 
concerns ( a )  the revision of the official part of the Bibliographie de la 
France distinguishing sharply the numerically most important section, 
devoted to books, and the six supplements of which the last, covering 
French official publications is the work of the section described on 
page 60; (b)  works on the history of the book carried on in the Rare 
Books Department; and ( c )  the publications relating to oriental manu- 
scripts. Separate mention should be made of the part taken by the 
Bibliothkque Nationale in various union catalog projects, in the first 
place, the Catalogue Collectif des Pe'riodiques; in the second place, 
the projects instituted under the Direction des Bibliothkques de France, 
e.g. the Catalogue Collectif des Pe'riodiques; in the third place, the 
projects instituted under the Direction des Bibliothkques de France 
(e.g. the Catalogue Collectif des Nouvelles Acquisitions Btrangdres, 
which between January 1,1952, and December 31,1954, had compiled 
139,087 card entries from about 280 participants; and the Znventaire 
Permanent des Pe'riodiques Etrangeres en Cours, consisting on Decem- 
ber 31, 1954, of 17,000 titles and 1,449 participants); and finally the 
collaboration of the chief keeper of the Department of Maps and 
Plans in the Bibliographie Cartographique Znternntionale and that of 
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his colleague in the Department of Music in the Rkpertoire lnter- 
nationale des Sources Musicales. 
Biblioteca Nazionale Centrole, Florence 
This Library, like the Library in Rome, is participating in the con- 
struction of the Italian Union Catalog. The project was begun in 1950, 
and is estimated to require twenty-five years for completion. A staff of 
specialists has been assigned to the work. 
BiLliotcca Nazionale Centrale, Rome 
The center of the union catalog of Italian libraries is in this insti- 
tution. Work on it is still in the preparatory stage. 
The administration continues to publish the Bollettino in which are 
listed foreign works acquired by Italian libraries, and the general 
index of incunabula held in Italian collections. Now in press is a new, 
revised and enlarged edition of rules for book cataloging. 
Bib1ioth;qrte Nationale, Luxembourg 
Since the war the Library has published annually the Bibhographie 
Lu.rcnzboiirgeoise, in order to supply periodic information about recent 
publications. 
A subject catalog on cards is being compiled, which will very soon 
be placed at the disposal of readers. 
Koninklijkc! Bibliotheek, The Netherlands 
To appear soon are catalogs of the post-incunabula printed abroad, 
and of the chess collcction. Internally, progress is well advanced on 
the filing of the Dutch Union Catalog into a single alphabet, and a 
new Union Catalog of Periodicals in the libraries of government de- 
partments is being prepared. 
Kungl. Bibliotcket, Sweden 
The major event in the field of bibliography was the creation, in 
December, 1952, of a Bibliographical Institute, as a department of the 
Royal Library. On January 1, 1953, the Institute took over the com- 
pilation of the National Bibliography which had previously been 
edited by the Publishers’ and Booksellers’ trade organizations. The 
Bibliographical Institute has also taken over responsibility for the 
Annual Union Catalog of Foreign Accessions which, since 1886, has 
been compiled by a special division of the Royal Library. This catalog 
lists all foreign titles acquired by the major research and special 
libraries of the country. 
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The cataloging rules and classification scheme in use at the Royal 
Library have been the subject of detailed study. It is hoped to com- 
plete a new code during the current year which will conform as far 
as possible to that long used in the National Bibliography and in the 
public libraries, and which may eventually be adopted by all major 
research libraries. In this way it is hoped to bring about greater uni- 
formity in Swedish cataloging practice which, though mainly based on 
the Prussian code, has in the course of time developed a number of 
local variations, particularly in the matter of corporate entry and 
anonymous publications. If agreement can be reached on a new code, 
the next step would be for the RoyaI Library to attempt to supply, on 
the basis of the copy produced for the National Bibliography, mimeo- 
graphed cards for the majority of the Swedish titles acquired by the 
depository libraries. 
Schweizerische Landesbibliothek, Switzerland 
Among the more important activities, particular mention should be 
made of the following: 
1. The complete redrafting of the cataloging rules. 
2. The publication of the Rbpertoire d u  Livre Suisse 1948-1950, 
which will be followed by quinquennial volumes. 
3. The coordination of the Swiss, German and Austrian national 
bibliographies in order to stop the swallowing of Swiss books in the 
German language by the Bibliographie der Deutschen Bibliothek in 
Frankfurt, Germany, and implying the edition of a common index, 
independent of Switzerland's own semestrial and yearly indexes. 
4. The preparation of the fourth edition of the union list of foreign 
periodicals in Swiss libraries. 
5. The cutting, pasting on cards and assembling in one author 
file of all printed special bibliographies published annually in Switzer- 
land, i.e. the Bibliographia Scientiae Naturalis Helvetica, the Biblio-
graphia Medica Helvetica, the Bibliographie de  PHistoire Suisse, the 
Schweizerische Bibliographie f u r  Statistik und Volkswirtschaft, the 
Uebersicht der Literatur iiber Schweizerisches Recht, and the Docu-
mentation du BBtiment. 
6. The setting up of shelf lists, formerly lacking, for different parts 
of the collections. 
Milla Kiitiiphane, Ankara 
The collection has been classified according to the Universal Deci- 
mal System. A committee of the National Library has standardized 
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cataloging rules, and has edited Rules for Cataloging under the spon-
sorship of the Turkish Library Association. 
Publications include the Turkish National Bibliography, a bibliogra- 
phy of articles in Turkish periodicals and newspapers, a monthly list 
of periodicals received in the National Library, and a union list of 
foreign publications acquired by Turkish libraries. The bulletin of 
the Turkish Library Association is prepared in the National Library. 
The Jewish National and University Library, Israel 
The Library prepares and publishes the National Bibliography of 
Israel, a quarterly entitled, Kirjath Sepher, which lists Israel imprints, 
publications concerning Jews and Judaism issued throughout the 
world, irrespective of language, a selected list of scholarly articles 
from Israel and foreign periodicals on those subjects, and Hebrew con- 
tributions on bibliography and typography. In addition, the Library 
compiles an annual list of translations from other languages into 
Hebrew for the Index Translationurn, which is issued by Unesco. 
A list of scholarly periodicals has been prepared for inclusion in 
The Directory of Asian Periodicals, edited by S. R. Ranganathan on 
behalf of Unesco. Titles included are journals in Hebrew and other 
languages, which formerly appeared in Palestine and now appear in 
the State of Israel. Jointly with the Research Council of Israel, the 
Library has created a microfilmed catalog of Israeli holdings of liter- 
ature in the natural and applied sciences. 
The translation into Hebrew of the Abridged Dewey Classification, 
with the addition of an extended scheme for Judaic subjects has been 
made by the Jewish National and University Library in cooperation 
with the Cultural Department of the Federation of Jewish Labour. 
The National Diet Library, Japan 
Codes for the Nippon Decimal Classifkation and for the Subject 
Headings of the National Diet Library are being edited. 
Publications acquired and processed by the Library are reported 
annually in Current Acquisitions. Formerly this was issued monthly or 
quarterly. 
The Japanese National Bibliography, Annual Edition, published by 
the Library since 1948, is a comprehensive list of current Japanese 
imprints. 
The Library also prepares and publishes the Japanese Periodicals 
Index. Separates of the Humanities and Social Science Section have 
been issued since 1948, and of the Natural Science Section since 1950. 
Bibliographical Undertakings 
The General Assembly Library, New Zealand 
The scope of the copyright list is being extended to bring it more 
into line with the ideas of a current national bibliography. Publica- 
tions relating to New Zealand published overseas and written by New 
Zealanders are being included in it. 
Bibliothdque Publique de la Re'gence de Tunis 
Since 1949, the Library has compiled Znformations Bibliographiques 
on Tunisia, which appears quarterly in the Bulletin Economique et 
Social de Tunisie, published by the RCsidence GCnCrale. 
Since 1950, the Library has prepared the Liste des Ouurages I n -
corpore's (z la Bibliothdque Ge'ne'rale de Tunisie, which appears quar- 
terly in the Bulletin Oficiel de Plnstruction Publique, issued by the 
Direction de I'Instruction Publique et des Beaux Arts. 
Every quarter the Bulletin Economique et Social de Tunisie, pub-
lished by the RCsidence GCnCrale, contains three sections prepared 
by the Library: ( a )  RCcapitulation annuelle des publications officielles 
(beginning in 1952), ( b )  RCcapitulation des publications officielles de 
1881 A 1951 (beginning with the issues of 1953), and ( c )  Liste du 
ddpot ldgal des ouvrages imprimb en francais, starting in 1954. 
Biblioteca Nacional de Guatemala 
The Library has followed a classification system of its own making. 
Since 1945, however, it has applied the Dewey Decimal scheme to 
parts of the collection and has cataloged accessions in accordance 
with modern practice. 
Biblioteca Nacional, Peru 
Since 1945, the Biblioteca Nacional has used the Dewey Decimal 
table, as well as the Cataloging Code of the American Library Asso- 
ciation. The Dewey table has had to be revised to meet Peruvian needs 
particularly in law (340), education (370), mathematics (510), litera- 
ture (820), and the sections on the history of America (970) and 
Hispanic America (980) . 2 v  
The Library has adopted a system of book numbers developed by 
Luis F. Mhlaga to "meet the needs of the Biblioteca Nacional del Per6 
in particular and of Peruvian and Latin American libraries in general." 
This scheme provides solutions to two problems of arrangement pecu- 
liar to libraries in Spanish speaking countries: ( a )  numbers for ch 
and 11, which are considered separate single letters in the Spanish 
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alphabet and ( b )  numbers for compound surnames, which are com- 
mon in Spain and Spanish American countries. 
There are two prospective projects: (1) the organization of a cata-
loging press, in order that the printed cards of the National Library 
may be distributed to all the libraries of Peru, and (2)  the publica- 
tion of the Peruvian Catalog, either complete, such as the catalog of 
the Library of Congress, or in periodical form in the national library 
bulletin. 
The next issue of Fenir will contain the first part of the course in 
classification which is given in the National Librarians’ School and 
which, for the most part, constitutes a summary of the work of appli-
cation and revision of the Dewey System in the National Library. 
Biblioteca Nacional, El Salvador 
The Library, since 1945, has published the Anuario Bibliogrhfico 
Salvadoreiio. It has been entrusted with the task of completing a Sal-
vadorian Bibliography on which a great deal of work had already been 
accomplished. 
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